T h e The Constitution ensures the independence of
federal court judges through several key

Independence provisions:
of Federal
Court Judges

Article lll, Section 1 states that judges Article Il, Section 2 outlines the
"shall hold their Offices during good appointment process, where judges
Behaviour," which effectively grants are nominated by the President and
them life tenure unless they are confirmed by the Senate, creating a
iImpeached and removed from office. system of checks and balances in
their selection.

Article lll, Section 1 also provides that
judges' salaries "shall not be
diminished during their Continuance in
Office," ensuring that their
compensation cannot be reduced as a
means of influencing their decisions.
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What/who does each way make such Why does it do so?
judges independent from?

The Constitution incorporates these provisions to ensure an independent

judiciary, which is crucial for:
Life Tenure Protection Against Appointment

This makes judges Salary Reductions Process

independent from political
pressures and influence
from other branches of
government, as they do not
have to worry about
reappointment or election.

This makes judges This ensures a level of

financially independent independence from the

from Congress, preventing executive branch by

the legislative branch from requiring Senate

using financial incentives confirmation, creating a

or penalties to influence collaborative process that

judicial decisions. involves both the executive
and legislative branches.

An independent judiciary helps An independent judiciary is
maintain the balance of power essential for protecting
among the three branches of based solely on the law and facts |nd|.V|duaI rlgh’fs and liberties
government, preventing any one of the case, without external against potential government

branch from becoming too powerful. pressures overreach or abuse.

Judges need to make decisions

?
canon & How does Canon S help:

Canon 5 of the Code of Conduct for United States Judges Maintaining Impartiality Preventing Conflicts of Upholding Judicial Integrity
addresses the issue of judges engaging in political activity. It By restricting political activities, Interest It reinforces the integrity of the judiciary
stipulates that judges should refrain from political activity Canon 5 helps ensure that judges by emphasizing the importance of

remain impartial and are perceived as | It reduces the risk f)f ?Or‘fl'Cts of remaining above political fray and
impartial, which is crucial for public Interest that could arise If judges were

actively involved in political matters.

inappropriate to their judicial office.
focusing solely on the fair

confidence in the judicial system. administration of justice.



