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Timed Agenda – Veterans Law and Federal Practice

• Introductions (5 mins)
• Overview of the SU Veterans Legal Clinic (5 mins)
• History of Judicial Oversight of Veterans Claims and  
Jurisdictional Issues (10 mins)

• The Veteran’s View:  From Service to the Courtroom (10 
mins)

• Internal Workings of a Service Review Board (10 mins)
• Questions and Discussion (10 mins)
• Thank you!



Serving Those 
Who Served:  
Veterans Law 
and Federal 
Practice

The Betty and Michael D. 
Wohl Veterans Legal Clinic 
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Introductions

Beth Kubala, Executive 
Director
Chantal Wentworth-Mullin, 
Managing Director
Matt Bulriss, Staff Attorney 



Betty D. and Michael 
Wohl Veterans Legal 
Clinic

Clinic Overview



Judicial Oversight 
of Veterans Claims 
and Jurisdictional 
Issues

Chantal Wentworth-Mullin
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Judicial Oversight of Veterans Claims and 
Jurisdictional Issues

• History of the Veterans Benefits Administration (VBA) 
and Adjudication

• 1988 Veteran’s Judicial Review Act (VJRA)
• Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims (CAVC)
• CAVC - Federal Circuit - Supreme Court
• US District Courts & Concurrent CAVC Jurisdiction
• US District Court Jurisdiction – FTCA, FOIA, Title 38
• Caregiver Cases 



The Veteran’s 
View:  

From Service to 
the Courtroom

Matt Bulriss



Internal Workings 
of a Service 
Review Board 

Beth Kubala



10

Internal Workings of a Service Review Board 

• Types of Discharges
– Administrative & Punitive   

• Discharge Upgrades
• Discharge Review Boards

– Authority, Standards of Review, Composition

• Boards of Correction for Military Records
– Authority, Standards of Review, Composition

• Review in Federal Courts



Questions & Discussion



Thank you! 

Beth Kubala egkubala@law.syr.edu
Chantal Wentworth-Mullin ccmullin@lawy.syr.edu
Matt Bulriss mpbulris@syr.edu
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